
NATIONAL OCEANIC RESOURCB MANAGf,MENT AUTHORITY (N.O.R.M.A.)

PART I.

A.DMINISTRATIVE TENALTIES REGUTATIONS

GENERAL PROVISIONS

1.1 Sts.tement of PunDose. These Regulations establish the Adminishative penalties and
Citation System, which is essential for the delivery of law enforcement services to protect and
conserve our fisheries resources and to facilitate the opportunity to maximize economical
benefits fi'om sustainable use of fishery rresources:

!:2 4lthoriiv. These Regulations are adopted or pmmulgated by Board of Directors,
National Oceanic Resource Management Authority, pursuantto Seciion 204 of Title 24 of the
Code of the Federated States of Micronesia.

1.3 Forc,$ and Effect. These Regulations have the tbrce and effeot of law and shall be in
efrect from the date of adoption until and unless amended or repealed.

1.4 $evernbjlitI,r If any parts of these Regulations are held inetTective, void or otherwise
inactive, the rernaining regulations shall continue unaflbcted.

1.5 Delin[ions.

a. 'oAccess agreement" means a treaty, agrecment or affangement entered into by the
{uthority pursuant to Title 24 in relation to access to the exclusive economic 

"on. 
for fishing by

fotei8n fishing vessels, and includes bilateral and multilatsrel instruments applicable at the
national, sub regional or international level"

b.' "Agent" means a person appointed or designated by the tbreign fishing company to act as
the legal representative of that company within the Federated States of Micronesia.

c. "Authority" means the National Oceanic Resource Management Authority.

d. "Executive Director" mears the individual appointed by the Authority to be in charge of
the daily activities and operation of the Authority and to perform such other I'unction as required
by Title 24 of the FSM Code.

e. 'uSecretary" means the Secretary of the Department of Justice.
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2'l Establishmeqt', Administrative penalties may be assessed for any violation of Title 24 or
;.il,?f?ilfff,:j-,1"f*||i1 

ritte2i,ii vioration'',i;;;;;;s agreement, ror which no

2'3 Liabilitv' The issuance and satisfaction of an administrative penalty shall not relieve theviolator of liability for othe*iorutiorr-uriring out 
"it[" r#" alts,violations arising out of otheracts' or loss or damage caused by the viotatio-n ror *tri.r,irr"it ,n,rt utive penalty is issued.

PART 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF' ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES

?l^n,'}:::tabli:hmentofadministrativepenaltiesdoesnot
pursuing other legar remedies or to issue a;#[r"il;.;Hffi#::il: Hf::TJ]Tf

PART 3. ISSUANCE OF CITATIONS

3'1 Authoritv. citations wilr be issued by authorized ofticers.

3'2 Grounds An officer may issue a citation if the officer has reasonable grounds to
|!t[tJiTil:,*:llas been **t"itt a. rhe ground, on *r,i.r, tr,'.ituil",,'i, iIu"a shoutd

33 Procedure' citations issued by Maritime surveillance officers in the course oftheirenforcement activities shall be issued io the operator of the vessel charged with the violation.All other citations shail be issued to the afent for the vesser.

3'4 DenartmentJr{otifications. The issuing officer shall record the issuance of the citationas directed by his or her oeparunEnt or Agency and notiff tris or rrer supervisor of the issuanceof the citation' citations 
l:fu:d bl tt-rgDepartmenr ofJustice shall be,copied to the Authority andoitations issued by the Authority irrurr u" ,'opi"o t, tt" o"prrtirnt of Justice.

3'5 Notilication to-$eent. where citations are issued under 3,3, the Departnrent or Agency

lt"t}'Jf 
the citation stratt prwiae a copy oith" citation to ttr" olign","a agent for the cited

3'6 Notilication of Payment Upon recqiptof payment of a citation, the Executive Directorshall promptly notifi the secretary that the citation hast;;;;;id.



PART 4. CITATION

4.1 X'orm.

a) Citation shall contain the following information:

i. A description of the act or acts constituting the violation.

ii' Citation to the provisions of the law, regulations or acoess agreement
violated.

iii. The administrative penalty assessed for violation.

iv. Information rogarding the date, time and location of the violation.

v. Information regarding the identity of the viorator.

vi. A statement as to what process must be complied with in order to satisfo
or contest the citation.

vii' A statement as to what consequences may arise if the violator does not
comply with the terms of the citation.

viii' A statement as to what prohibitions apply to the violator until the citation
is satisfied or contested

b) The citation will be in a format that allows for copies to be made simultaneously
upon one writing, such as a carbo& or if computei printed, shaU be jrinted in
multiple copies.

c) The citation form shall be approved and printed by the Authority.

4'2 fltis{action. Administrative penalties shall be satisfied upon paymenr of the penalty
assessed to the Authorifr, the leturn of a signed copy of the citation tothe Executive iirector,
and a signed transmittal from the ExecutivJ Directoi to the Secretary, noting such payment andproviding a copy of the signed oitation.

4.3 Challense-

a) Any person issued a citation may challenge the citation within l0 days of receipt.

b) All ciation challenges shall be in writing, shall be filed with the Executive Director or his
designee, and shall provide facts and ar$iments supporting the party's 

"ont*tion 
that tlrecitation was wrongly issued.



c) The Executive Director shall issue a final decision on behalf of the Authority in writing
within fifteen (15) days of receip of a citation challenge. Such decision srrjl be copiei
to the Department of Justice.

d) Any citation that is not challenged within ten (10) days after recerpt shall be deemed
final.

e) Any citation that is not paid within thirty (30) days of becoming final shall be subject to
enforcement under Part 5.

4.4 P.rqhihited Activities. The cited vessel shall not engage in fishing or any related or
other activity in the fishery waters until the full amount of any final adminilstrative penalty has
been paid; or a bond for the full amount of the administrativcpenalty assessed has been
deposited with the Executive Director, pending the conclusion of legal proceedings under this
Part- Any bond posted shall be returned only upon a successful citation penalty c-hallenge under
this.Partor afinding of no violation by the FSM Supreme Court, pursuant to a proceediig
instituted under Part 5. Any person who violates this prohibition;hall be subject to penaities
for fishing without a valid permit.

PART 5 LIABILITY F'OR NON PAYMENT OF PENALTIES

5.1 Reterrsl of Vjolatipn To Secretarv. If any citation remains unpaid thirty (30) days after
becoming final, the Executive Director shall refer the violation to the Segetary for fu*heiaction.

52 Action Taken Bv Secretary. The Secretary may either

a) enforce the original citation as issued, or;

b) initiate legal proceedings for the recovery of penalties under section 920 of Title
24, which may exceed those issued by the citation, in the name of Executive
Director as plaintiff.

5.3 eutnoritv of secretarv. The Secretary shall have the authority to enforce and recover all
financial penalties and all forfeitures, damages, expenses and other tiaUilities incurred or
imposed pursuant to Title 24, andto enforce the liability to forfeiture of any article seized under
the authority thereof and_all rents, charges, expenses and duties and all other sums of money
payable under this subtitle may be sued for, determined, enforced and recovered in the name of
the Executive Director as plaintiff, and all such proceedings shall be deemed to be civil
proceedings.

4



Citation Number Date/ Time of Citation
Location
Name of

of vessel_-

Name of Vessel
Nature of lllegat ecti-rrities

Captain Vessel Permit
Registration

olation

Print Name of Issuing Officer

( Signature )

TEB!dT' A}ID CO!{DITIONS

To satisfy this citation, remit fuIl payment by wire transfer or by check to pSM
Treasury' Send payment or proof of payment and a signed copy of this citation by
secure and expeditious means to the Executive Director, NoRMA, palikir, pohnpel,
96941".

This citation may be challenged wit.hin 10 days of receipt. All citation
challenges shall be in writing, shall_ be filed with the Executive Director of
NORMA, or his designee, and shal1 provide facts and arguments supporting theparty's contentlon that the citation h,as wrongly issued. The Executive Director
shall issue a final decision on behalf of the Authority in writlng within fifteen
(1.5) days of receipt of a citation challenge.

Any cltatlon that is not challenged within ten (10) days aft,er receipt shalL be
deemed final. Any citation that is not paid within thirty (30) days of becomingfinal shal1 be subject to enforcement of the citation amount or initiation ofclvil proceedings in court for recovery of penalties which may exceed the citation
amount.

PROHIBITED AcTfvIfIEg. Pending payment of penalties, no person shal1 engage infishing or any related or other actlvity in the fishery waters until the ful-l
amount of any final administrative penalty has been paid; or a bond for the full
amount of the administrative penalty assessed has been deposited with the
Executive Director, pending the conclusion of Iegal proceedj.ngs. Any person who
violates t.his prohibition shall be subject to penalt.ies for fishing without avalid permit.

f hereby remit payment in satisfaction of this citation.

(Printed Name)
( Date )

(Title )

Type
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